
Marshlands Meadow – a summary of the management plan 
 

Brief Description 
Marshlands Meadow is a small wet grassland (MG4) meadow situated in the Longdon and Eldersfield 
marsh area, near the village of Eldersfield, grid reference: SO 812 324. The meadow is only 1 hectare in 
size, and comprises 1 field surrounded by mature blackthorn and hawthorn hedgerows. 
 
Great burnet grows in profusion and adder's-tongue fern, bird's-foot trefoil, meadowsweet and 
meadow buttercup are also present. The reserve is managed through late hay cutting followed by 
aftermath grazing, although it has proved difficult to find consistent grazing for this small, isolated 
reserve. 
 
The reserve is part of the larger Burley Dene Site of Special Scientific Interest last reviewed in 1998 and 
lies within the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Malvern Chase Living Landscape, which has been 
identified as a target area for the Trust to try and increase biodiversity through partnership working 
with other landowners, and in the Severn & Avon Vales Natural Area as defined by Natural England.  
 
Access is by permit only. 
 
Management aims 
The primary objective is to maintain and enhance the quality of the hay meadow and its uncommon 
species such as great burnet and adders tongue. Hay cutting has been successfully undertaken most 
years, but ensuring consistent aftermath grazing is now the key to achieving this aim. 
 
Rationale 
Lowland Hay Meadows and Neutral Pastures, such as Marshlands Meadow, are a key habitat in the UK 
Steering Group Report (UK Biodiversity Group, 1995).  
 
The total English resource of unimproved lowland hay meadows and pastures is estimated to be about 
4000 hectares (Jefferson, 1996: in Bruce (ed.), 1999). Surveys in 1991 and 1997 show that 
Worcestershire has at least 860 hectares, which is approximately 20% of England’s remaining resource, 
and there is therefore national responsibility to protect them. 
 
Lowland MG4 meadows were formerly common in Worcestershire. 
 
Summary of Management 
 
Grassland area: 

 Carry out late hay after 15th July to allow meadow plants to seed. 

 Follow up the hay cutting with aftermath grazing using cattle.  

 Control injurious weeds to prevent them occupying more than 5% of the sward. 

 Prevent encroachment from scrub and bramble. 

 Monitor the grassland to assess management. 

 Manage hedge boundaries to prevent shading while maintaining quality. 


